Application No. 09/869,993 
Attorney Docket No. 09812.0443 

AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION : 

Please amend the abstract at page 126, line 3, to page 127, line 1 1 , as follows: 
An auction system is disclosed in which a submitting node device is configured to 
transmit to an auction management device product information describing a product, re- 
auction information indicating whether or not the product is to be re-auctioned when an 
initial auction fails to result in a transaction, and sale conditions information including 
sale conditions for the product. The auction management device is configured to 
present said product for auction, based on said product information. The auction 
management device is also configured to receive at least one bid indicating purchase 
conditions from at least one bidding node device. Additionally, the auction management 
device is configured to determine whether the purchase conditions match the sale 
conditions. The auction management device is also configured to. when (i) the 
purchase conditions do not match the sale conditions and (ii) the re-auction information 
indicates that the product is to be re-auctioned, re-present said product for auction To- 
provid e a syst e m, apparatus, and m e thod enab li ng act i v e e comm e rc e includ i ng 
n e twork auctions. F i rst, wh o n a transact i on fa i ls to b e estab li sh e d by an auction, a 
sponsor r e s e ts a m i n i mum r e s e rv e low e r bas e d on th e high e st b i d and automat i ca ll y 
proc ee ds to a r e auction. At this timo, a d e scription introducing tho product for auct i on, 
th o cat e gory of th e product, th e auct i on period, and othor auction cond i tions are 
changed i n aocordanc o w i th n ee d. Du e to this, tho percentage of transactions 
e stab l ish e d b e com e s high e r. Also, wh e n an auct i on is succ e ssfu l ly conclud e d, th e 
sponsor transm i ts i nformation of tho succ e ssfully bid product, i nformation of th e 
subm i tter, and i nformation of th e successfu l bidd e r to a shipper. Th e shipp e r calculates 
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a shipping f ee , ca l cu l ates an i nsuranc e f ee from th e successful bid, finds a sch e du le d 

pick u p dat e and tim e and sch e dul e d de l iv e ry date time for th e actua l shipping, and 

r e turns this i nformation. Th e sponsor transmits th i s i nformation add e d to the information 

of r e su l t of th e succ e ssful b i d to th e submitt e r and th e succ e ssful bidd e r. Th e submitter 

and th e succ e ssfu l b i dder n e ed only mak e paym e nt and pack and send th e product, so 

th e r e is no troub le some proc e dur e s and th o actua l transact i on of th e product can b e 

comp le t el y quickly. Furth e r, r e quired informat i on r el at i ng to a s e rvic e prov i ded on th e 

n e twork i s stored in a storag e m o ans conn e cted to th e n e twork as e vid e nce information. 

Wh e n troub le aris e s, pet i tion information is sond through th o n e twork to a tria l proc e ssor 

to rais o an accusation against th e s e rvic e . Th e trial proc e ssor r e nd e rs a judg e m e nt on 

th e accusat i on based on tho pet i tion information and tho evid e nce information stor e d by 

tho storag e m o ans. Du o to th i s, it is poss i ble to qu i ck l y r e solv e trouble occurr i ng at th e 

tim e of e comm e rc e transactions . 
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